
We desperately need God.  Let’s pray. 

The main idea of our passage this morning could be summarized by saying, “All of us 

desperately need God.”  And I would suggest that none of us realize just how much we need 

God.  But by God’s grace, I hope this sermon will make our desperate situation very clear.  I 

believe that’s what Jesus wants us to understand this morning. 

Now, when I say, “We need God,” I don’t mean that we need God to keep breathing, or to keep 

us alive to hear the rest of the sermon, or to have all our bodily functions working properly to 

eat and digest lunch this afternoon.  Those things are true.  We need God for those things.  But 

what I mean specifically as revealed in our passage is this:  we need God to give us power to 

love God more than we love the world.  We need God to give us desires for God that are 

stronger than our desires for whatever else charms our hearts.   And even if you have been a 

Christian for decades, don’t you want God to produce fresh desires for God in your soul?  Don’t 

you want God to grow your delight in Him stronger?  That’s what we’ve been praying God will 

do for us this morning, because Jesus is clear in this passage: we cannot do it on our own. 

I believe you could summarize this text like this:  God gives eternal life to those whom He gives 

the power to delight in His Son as their greatest treasure.  Therefore, if we would seek eternal 

life, we must desperately ask God to give us the power to delight in Jesus as our greatest 

treasure, even unto death.  We must desperately ask God for these things, because spiritually 

speaking we are like helpless children who are unable to produce one ounce of love for God in 

our own strength.  We cannot help ourselves love Jesus any more than we can shove a camel 

through the eye of a needle. 

The outline of this sermon comes to you in the form of 3 chapters.  If you like to take notes, 

here are the 3 chapters we will experience together: 

Chapter 1: Exposition: (I will explain the text)  

Chapter 2: Exhortation: (we will be exhorted to treasure Jesus) 

Chapter 3: Exaltation: (we will exalt Jesus)  

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 1: Exposit the text 

Big Idea 1 - Salvation is impossible with man, but not 

with God 

This first big idea will take a little while to unpack, but the next two big ideas will go much 

quicker.  But remember, this is all chapter 1: Exposition. 

v17 – “As he was setting out on a journey…”   

Notice the young man did three specific things: The man runs to Jesus to catch up to him; 

kneels before Jesus in the presence of many people presumably; and asks Jesus a very genuine 

and sincere question about how to obtain eternal life.  However, just like every person who has 

not been confronted with the gospel of grace, the young man believes that He can do 

something to gain this inheritance.  He says, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”   

v18 – “And Jesus said to him, ‘No one is good except God alone!’” 

Jesus does not even address his question initially…   or does he?   

Jesus quickly responds to the fact that this young man addressed him as “Good Teacher,” and 

desires to clarify this point even more urgently than answering his sincere question. Jesus says, 

“Why do you call Me good?  No one is good except God alone?”  Jesus was either asking the  

young man to clarify if he was calling him God, or Jesus was rebuking the man for calling 

someone good who he perceived to be a mere man.  Apparently, the latter is the case because 

in a few moments, he simply addresses Jesus as “Teacher,” not “Good Teacher.”   

The young man was probably very troubled by this statement b/c he considered himself a good 

person as we shall see in a moment.  He must have been thinking, “If Jesus is not worthy of 

being called “good” than where does that leave me?” 

In any event, the man’s question presumes two incorrect things.  1) That Jesus is merely a good 

teacher, not the Christ, and 2) that eternal life is based on what he can do.  Jesus does not 

rebuke the young man for either of these two errors, but goes with Him down that path for a 

moment.   

v19 – “You know the commandments…” 

Jesus does not immediately address the young man’s idolatry.  He only lists the commandments 

that are related to horizontal relationships with other people.  The rich man genuinely affirms 

to Jesus that he has done these things. 



v20 – “And he said to Him…” 

Notice this young man did not call Jesus “Good Teacher” the second time which shows again 

that he is a bright and respectful.  He has sincerely done his best to please God, and is looking 

for reassurance from Jesus.  However, Jesus is about to lovingly put his finger on the rich man’s 

sore as it were, and points out his idolatry.   

Verse 21: DO NOT READ YET 

Before we read this verse, we cannot miss a very important detail in this verse.  Mark includes 

the observation that Jesus loved this man.  The word Mark uses is agape, the highest level of 

love in the Greek language.  It seems as though Jesus saw this man’s earnestness and sincerity 

and appreciated him despite what He saw in his soul.  It should also be noted that Jesus is 

about to personally invite this man to follow Him as one of His disciples.  Jesus did not 

personally invite very many people in such a way (at least not that we are aware of in the NT). 

Verse 21: Jesus looks down at him (remember the man is kneeling before Him) and with love 

says to him as persuasively as He can: “One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give 

to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and then come, follow Me!” 

PAUSE 

This is an awesome moment in the life of this young man.  Jesus is essentially saying this: in all 

your earnestness and sincerity, one thing you lack is a relationship with Me as your treasure!   

At these words, his soul is in turmoil.   

V22 – “But at these words he was saddened…” 

The words translated saddened and grieving are much more descriptive in the Greek.  The idea 

or feeling that this word invokes is the feeling you get on a lonely cloudy day when your soul is 

downcast.  And the noun form of the verb translated “grieving” is the same word translated 

sorrow in Romans 9:2 where Paul says he has great sorrow and unceasing grief for his fellow 

Jews who are separated from Christ.  And here we see the rich young man separating himself 

from Jesus.  He is completely divided on the inside because he wants eternal life, he wants to 

please God, but he is in love with his estate more than his love for God.  I cannot help but think 

that Jesus too felt a bit of grief himself that this young man was enslaved to his stuff.  I cannot 

help but think that Jesus thought to himself, “That’s why I came.  That’s why I’m going to the 

cross.  To set people free like that young man.” 

We can only wonder if after the death and resurrection of Jesus if this young rich man ever 

repented of walking away from God. 



In the midst of this heart-wrenching moment, the text says that Jesus looked around at his 

disciples and said, “How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of 

heaven!”  Jesus notices that his disciples are stunned, and instead of leaving it at that and 

moving on, he says it again: “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of heaven.”   

He says it again in verse 25, “It would be easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 

than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  The disciples are shocked.  Look at verse 26. 

v26 – “They were even more astonished….” 

Similar to the prosperity gospel that we find today, the ancient Jewish rabbi’s often taught a 

“prosperity theology” of their own which said that material wealth was evidence of God’s favor.  

Some things never change.  Therefore, the disciples are having their world turned upside down 

by this word from Jesus. 

The word translated astonished in the Greek is the word “ekplesso” which Strong’s defines as 

to be amazed, or more literally, to be struck with panic.  If you will let me indulge a little 

further, the word ekplesso is actually two different Greek words put together; namely, “ek” 

which means “from,” or “out of,” and “plesso” which means to strike or to smite.  Therefore, 

the literal translation of ekplesso would be to strike out oneself.  The sense of the word in my 

bible program is described like this: to become astounded to such a degree as to nearly lose 

one’s mental composure. 

But what is the point of verse 26?  the point is that the disciples were in a very real sense struck 

with an intense amount of confusion and fear. 

Peter speaks first, “Who then can be saved?”  Jesus says, “With people this is impossible, but 

not with God; for all things are possible with God.”   

If I were to paraphrase, Jesus says: “Left to yourselves it is impossible for you to be saved, but 

not with God; for all things are possible with God.”  And salvation in the context of this passage 

means being given power to delight in Jesus as your greatest treasure.  In other words, the rich 

young man’s question was all wrong!  The question is not what shall I do to inherit eternal life, 

the question is what must be my treasure in order to inherit eternal life?  Answer: God! 

Brothers and sisters, I hope many of you are praising God in your heart right now.  If you have 

been given power to delight in Jesus Christ as your greatest treasure, you are a miracle!  You 

are a living trophy of the magnificent grace of God to change human hearts.  You are a living 

trophy of the magnificent grace of God to give you love for God which you could not have 

produced on your own.   



Therefore, Big Idea #1 under “Chapter 1:Exposition” is this: Salvation is impossible with man, 

but not with God; for anything is possible with God.  So what should we take away from this 

truth?  Very simply this: “Work out your salvation, brothers and sisters, with fear and trembling 

for it is GOD at work in you to do and to will HIS good pleasure.”   

Big Idea 2 - God will always give more than we sacrifice 

As usual, Peter is the first to speak what’s on his mind.  He doesn’t really know what to say.  The 

text says in verse 28, “Peter began to say, ‘We have left everything to follow You.’”  Jesus, it 

seems, senses Peter’s fears, and as if to say, “Don’t be afraid, Peter,” gives Peter (and us) a 

glorious promise to empower us to lose our life for His sake: 

“Truly, I say to you, there is NO ONE who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 

father or children or farms, for My sake and for the Gospel’s sake, but that he will receive a 

HUNDRED TIMES as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers 

and fathers and children and farms, along with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life 

So Big Idea #2 is God will always get the glory for His abundant grace.   

And what can we take away from this truth?  When following Jesus is hard, remember that you 

will never suffer more than Jesus suffered for you.  Even those who have endured years of 

torture did not endure the wrath of God upon their soul on that cross.  And when following 

Jesus is hard, remember that you will be more than compensated by God at the resurrection!   

Big Idea 3 - God will reward us according to His own 

righteousness, not according to human expectations 

v31 -  “But many who are first will be last, and the last, first.” 

Jesus summarizes ends this whole teaching moment with a reminder that He will not reward us 

according to man’s expectations.  Many people who have flashy ministries will not be the most 

honored in heaven.  Jesus said in Matthew 11:11, “Truly I say to you, among those born of 

women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in 

the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

So what should we take away from this truth? Don’t put your trust in how well received you are 

by others, or how well liked your ministry may be.  Put your trust in God, and He will exalt you 

at the proper time.  

 



Chapter 2 - Exhortation to treasure Jesus. 

The rich man walked away from the Son of God because He loved the world more than God.   

What about you?  Do you ever struggle with sin and idolatry?  What do you do when the fight is 

on for your soul?  What promise does this passage give us for spiritual fire power? 

When we face an idol so powerful—or a lust so powerful—that we cannot seem to break its 

power with the normal weapons of confession and prayer, then we must have additional 

firepower.  What we need is the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.   

And in this passage, Jesus gave the rich man one of the most awesome weapons to kill sin and 

idolatry.  And we should take it to heart.  He promised the rich man treasure in heaven; that is, 

a treasure that cannot fade or spoil or be stolen.  In other words, one of the ways we can kill sin 

and idolatry is to place our faith, our hope, our affections on heavenly treasures, not short term 

treasures.   

It works like this: 

There is some idol or some lust or some desire which is stealing your capacity to worship God, 

or follow Jesus, and/or remain faithful to Him.  You feel stuck, because you know God is not 

pleased with your sin, but your flesh is at war with your spirit and your flesh refuses to walk 

away without a fight.  Deep down, you got into this mess because you love this sin; that is, your 

flesh loves this sin.  No one sins out of duty.  The Holy Spirit within you is bring conviction of sin 

and the battle is waging.  The roots of this sin are difficult to pull because for too long you have 

bought a lie.  The lie that your lust is promising you is this: “Soul, if you want to be happy, if you 

want satisfaction, this is where it’s at.”  So there you are, at war within yourself and powerless 

to change your affections.  You have a divided heart.  Romans 8:13 says, “If you are living 

according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the lusts of the flesh you 

will live.”  The stakes are high in this fight of faith. 

To get out of this mess, what you need is a new and better affection!  You worshiped your way 

into this mess, and now you need to worship your way out of it.  This is what Thomas Chalmer’s 

was getting at in his sermon from over 150 years ago called, “The Expulsive Power of a New 

Affection.”  

I want to read a quote from that sermon in a moment, but first let’s think about the word 

‘expulsive.’  The word expulsive is an adjective which comes from word expulsion.  Expulsion 

means to drive out or to displace with force.  For example, when a jet engine is accelerating 

down the runway for takeoff, there is an explosion of air in the combustion chamber, but there 

is an expulsion of air coming out the exhaust.  That’s what we call thrust.  One Boeing 777 jet 



engine can produce over 100,000 pounds of thrust.  One pound of thrust is the power required 

to accelerate 1 pound of material straight up into the air against the force of gravity.  Therefore, 

100,000 pounds of thrust is enough power to accelerate 100,000 pounds of material straight up 

into the air like a rocket engine.  That is an awesome expulsion of air.  And spiritually speaking, 

that’s the kind of power we need to let go of our idols.   

Now, let’s listen to this quote from Thomas Chalmer’s sermon called, “The Expulsive Power of a 

New Affection” from the section entitled, “Even the Strongest Resolve is Not Enough to 

Dislodge an Affection [If You Leave a Void in the Heart]”: 

{I have paraphrased this b/c of old English} 

The world is all that the natural man knows. He has not a taste nor a desire that points to a 

place outside of its visible horizon. He loves nothing above it, and he cares for nothing beyond it; 

and to bid him to not love the world, is to pass a sentence of death on him that he cannot bear.  

To estimate the magnitude and the difficulty of such a surrender, let us recognize that it would 

be just as difficult to convince him to not love wealth than to convince him to set willful fire to 

his own property.  This he might do with sore and painful reluctance, if he somehow saw that 

imminent danger to his life hung upon it. But this he would do willingly, if he saw that a new 

property of tenfold value was instantly going to emerge from the wreck of the old one. 

In Chalmer’s analogy, although the man could not be prevailed upon to set his own property on 

fire, yet he would gladly do so, if doing do would mean he could get a more valuable one.  So 

what’s the analogy for us?  Spiritually speaking, we need to renounce our affections for small 

things by placing them our affections on bigger and better things; namely, Christ!  Chalmer’s 

says, “A new affection is more successful in replacing an old affection than simply trying to end 

an old affection without replacing it with something better.” 

And isn’t this what Jesus was offering to the rich man?  Isn’t Jesus offering a new treasure to 

the rich man to help him expel his current treasure?  Indeed, Jesus says, “One thing you lack: 

Me!  Therefore, go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, then come: Follow Me!  And 

you will have treasure in heaven!  In other words, set your hope, set your faith, and set your 

affections on eternal treasures, not earthly treasures. 

Brothers and sisters, if you find your heart caught in a sin, or a lust, or a warehouse of lusts, 

remember this: You worshiped your way into that mess, and now you must worship your way 

out of it!  But how, you say?  How do I worship my way out of it?  I don’t know what you mean!  

This is what I mean:  You must see something beautiful in the gospel of Jesus Christ, and then 

worship Him because of it.  I’m going to give you 10 glorious spiritual sights for your spiritual 

tastes bud’s, so that you know exactly what I mean.   



Chapter 3: Exaltation of Jesus 

So here we go… 10 glorious truths about Jesus Christ to dazzle your souls delight: 

1.  Verse 18: The humility of Jesus Christ. (Why do you call me good?) 

2.  Verse 18:  The righteousness of Jesus Christ.  (No one is good except God alone!) 

3.  Verse 21:  The love of Jesus Christ for sinners. (Jesus felt a love for him.) 

4.  Verse 21:  The promise of Jesus Christ to be our eternal satisfaction.  (You will have treasure 

in heaven.)  This has been my favorite truth to think about this past weekend, because it has 

given me power to remember that it is worth denying myself earthly yearnings in order to gain 

eternal life. 

5.  Verse 23: The truthfulness of Jesus Christ.  (Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of 

heaven! And “One thing you lack…”)   

6.  Verse 27: The sovereign grace of Jesus Christ. (This is impossible with man.)  The blood of 

Jesus purchased our justification and re-generation.  Our re-generation is the joy of God in God, 

giving us the power to delight in Jesus as our greatest treasure, even unto death, if necessary. 

7.  Verse 27: The glory of Jesus Christ (But all things are possible with God.)  Christ crucified is 

God’s ultimate revelation of Himself in all his love and mercy and justice coming together in one 

climactic act which no man, angel, or demon would have ever imagined God would do.     

8.  Verse 29: The trustworthiness of Jesus Christ. (Truly, I say to you….) 

10.  Verse 30: The incomparable rewards of following Jesus Christ. (Will receive a hundredfold) 

Do you not see the glory of God in Jesus Christ?  Do you not comprehend him as the most 

excellent soul?  Someone once said, “The worth and excellency of a soul is to be measured by 

the object of its love.”  In other words, whoever loves small and sordid things will himself 

thereby become a small and vile being; but whoever loves great and glorious and noble things 

will himself become a great and glorious and noble being.   

And God of all beings, is the most glorious of all—precisely because He loves what is most 

worthy to be loved more than anything; namely, His own glory.  And to be conformed to Christ 

means to be so transformed as to love the glory of God in Jesus Christ more than we love 

anything, and so to become like Him.   

 

 



In conclusion, remember…. 

1.  Salvation is impossible with man, so work out your salvation with fear and trembling.  We 

desperately need God to do this transforming work in our souls. 

2.  God will always give more than we sacrifice, so when following Jesus is hard remember that 

you will be repaid at the resurrection. 

3.  God will reward us according to His righteousness, not man’s expectations, so trust that God 

will exalt you in His proper time. 

4.  Faith in God’s promise to satisfy your soul is the weapon needed to kill the strongest idols.  

Don’t let a vapor of happiness steal your eternal blessedness.   

5.  Jesus is worth losing everything because He is your God, in the flesh, slain for your sin, doing 

the impossible thing to satisfy your soul forever.   

Brothers and sisters, the only way to enter the kingdom of God is like a child—in complete, 

helpless dependence on a loving heavenly Father, who says to you through my voice and 

through the words of Jesus, His Son: “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure 

to give you the kingdom.” 

Let’s pray. 

 

Father in Heaven, all things are possible for You.  We praise You that salvation is possible 

because of your glorious Son, Jesus Christ.  Satisfy our hearts as we behold His glory with the 

eyes of our heart.  Father, I pray for those this morning who are storing up treasures on earth 

and need to repent.  Give them power to taste your goodness, that they may drive out the old 

addictions and the old affections for worthless things.  And I pray for those who are seeking You 

as their greatest treasure.  Help us to never forget why we sold everything to have You.  Help us 

to worship our way back to you when sin has caused us to lose our way. 

 

We love You, God.  We love your Son.  We love your kingdom.  We pray in Jesus, name.  Amen. 


